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SimCity
goes on-line
with startup

Emeryville’s Optigon is first
to feature popular Maxis game

By GEORGE AVALOS
Staff writer

ORINDA — SimCity, the popular city-building video
game, will be among the first offerings on an on-line
network being launched by a tiny East Bay company,
executives said Wednesday.

The network was devised by an Emeryville-based
start-up, Optigon Interactive. SimCity’s appearance on
the network marks the first time Maxis of Orinda has
made its computer games available on-line. Currently
Maxis only sells SimCity software for personal com-
puters.

Now multiple players will be able to subscribe to Op-
tigon’s Total Entertainment Network and play a variety
of video games. For $10.95 a month, people will be able
to play the same game with or against each other at the
same time.

“Total Entertainment Network will appeal most to
people in their 20s and 30s interested in playing, explor-
ing, interacting and creating,” said Daniel Goldman.
Optigon’s president.

‘Sitting in a sandbox’

“With SimCity today, you're sitting in a sandbox all
by yourself, but it’s a lot more fun to sit in the sandbox
with a lot of other people,” said Wiil Wright, co-founder
of Maxis. -

“This sounds like a fantastic idea,” said analyst Har-
rison Rose, editor of Converge, a Sunnyvale-based high-
tech newsletter. “But the key issue is how much will it
cost and what’s the level of fun. Those are both a chal-
lenge and an opportunity.”

If Optigon’s venture succeeds, it will enhance the
way most people play video games. At present, video
games are primarily a solitary pursuit. Optigon faces
competition from Imagination-Network, its main rival.
which already offers some multiple player games. Bu:
Optigon is promising an array of games that would be
more complex and challenging.

People who play SimCity on the new network will be
able to pretend they're developers who are building an
imaginary computer-generated city. They also will be
able to engage in an essential aspect of a board game
for the first time. They could kibitz by sending mes-
sages over the computer links,

$1 million of his own

Goldman has been working on the idea of this nei-
work for eight years and has put $1 miliion of his own
money into the company. Goldman, who grew up in
Walnut C ek, is a long-time video-game technologist.
He co-fc nded Optigon in 1992 with Janice Linden-
Reed, a video-game and computer network expert.

Goldman said Optigon is negotiating deals with sub-
sidiaries of several Hollywood studios. Optigon hopes -
these alliances would let it offer games on the network
based on movies or programs produced by Tinseltown.

The first set of games on the network will include
SimCity, chess, backgammon and a fantasy role-playing
game. Optigon intends to launch the network in No-
vember.
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Multimedia content is roaring online at an astounding pace. Graphical online services are beginning to appear
passe as both the new contenders and stalwarts continue to promise the next level of intersctivity.

OPTIGON ACQUIRES RIGHT TO PRODUCE ONLINE VERSIONS OF 3 MAXIS TITLES

Optigon Interactive will produce SimCity from Maxis, for the company’s recently introduced Total Enter-
tainment Network (TEN) online service (MMWire, 7-1-94). TEN's version of SimCity will allow multiple players to
interactively cooperate, compete and communicate within simulated cities online. The agreement between the
two companies gives Optigon the right to produce online versions of 3 Maxis titles, including sub-licensing rights,
allowing them to distribute multiplayer versions of these simulations to other online services.

TEN is currently in Alpha and on schedule for a national roll out in Nov. The system will technically be
able to support 100,000 subscribers, although Optigon officials will be comfortable with 30,000 by the end of the
year. The company is finding that in some instances they are having to educate some potential gaming content
partners regarding the dynamics of online. (Optigon, $10/596-8700)




